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the opportunity for a hearing, pursuant
to part 99.

(b) The notice in paragraph (a) of this
section will include all relevant find-
ings, as well as any penalties or sanc-
tions to be applied, pursuant to § 98.92.

(c) Issues subject to review at the
hearing include the finding of non-com-
pliance, as well as any penalties or
sanctions to be imposed pursuant to
§ 98.92.

§ 98.92 Penalties and sanctions.

(a) Upon a final determination that
the Lead Agency has failed to substan-
tially comply with the Act, the imple-
menting regulations, or the Plan, one
of the following penalties will be ap-
plied:

(1) The Secretary will disallow the
improperly expended funds;

(2) An amount equal to or less than
the improperly expended funds will be
deducted from the administrative por-
tion of the State allotment for the fol-
lowing fiscal year; or

(3) A combination of the above op-
tions will be applied.

(b) In addition to imposing the pen-
alties described in paragraph (a) of this
section, the Secretary may impose
other appropriate sanctions, including:

(1) Disqualification of the Lead Agen-
cy from the receipt of further funding
under the CCDF; or

(2)(i) A penalty of not more than four
percent of the funds allotted under
§ 98.61 (i.e., the Discretionary Funds)
for a Fiscal Year shall be withheld if
the Secretary determines that the
Lead Agency has failed to implement a
provision of the Act, these regulations,
or the Plan required under § 98.16;

(ii) This penalty will be withheld no
earlier than the second full quarter fol-
lowing the quarter in which the Lead
Agency was notified of the proposed
penalty;

(iii) This penalty will not be applied
if the Lead Agency corrects the failure
or violation before the penalty is to be
applied or if it submits a plan for cor-
rective action that is acceptable to the
Secretary; or

(iv) The Lead Agency may show
cause to the Secretary why the amount
of the penalty, if applied, should be re-
duced.

(c) If a Lead Agency is subject to ad-
ditional sanctions as provided under
paragraph (b) of this section, specific
identification of any additional sanc-
tions being imposed will be provided in
the notice provided pursuant to § 98.91.

(d) Nothing in this section, or in
§ 98.90 or § 98.91, will preclude the Lead
Agency and the Department from in-
formally resolving a possible compli-
ance issue without following all of the
steps described in §§ 98.90, 98.91 and
98.92. Penalties and/or sanctions, as de-
scribed in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
section, may nevertheless be applied,
even though the issue is resolved infor-
mally.

(e) It is at the Secretary’s sole discre-
tion to choose the penalty to be im-
posed under paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section.

§ 98.93 Complaints.

(a) This section applies to any com-
plaint (other than a complaint alleging
violation of the nondiscrimination pro-
visions) that a Lead Agency has failed
to use its allotment in accordance with
the terms of the Act, the implementing
regulations, or the Plan. The Secretary
is not required to consider a complaint
unless it is submitted as required by
this section. Complaints with respect
to discrimination should be referred to
the Office of Civil Rights of the Depart-
ment.

(b) Complaints with respect to the
CCDF shall be submitted in writing to
the Assistant Secretary for Children
and Families, 370 L’Enfant Promenade,
SW., Washington, DC 20447. The com-
plaint shall identify the provision of
the Plan, the Act, or this part that was
allegedly violated, specify the basis for
alleging the violation(s), and include
all relevant information known to the
person submitting it.

(c) The Department shall promptly
furnish a copy of any complaint to the
affected Lead Agency. Any comments
received from the Lead Agency within
60 days (or such longer period as may
be agreed upon between the Lead Agen-
cy and Department) shall be considered
by the Department in responding to
the complaint. The Department will
conduct an investigation of com-
plaints, where appropriate.
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